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Collaborating Organizations
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Project 
Overview

A National Collaboration between 
seven healthcare sectors.  A two-year 
project comprised of 3 initial phases.

Major Objectives:

To develop a pan-Canadian strategy for bar coding of commercial 
pharmaceutical products.

To develop (or “select”) a common product database for standardized 
product descriptor data.

To encourage clinical information systems development which utilizes 
automated identification and data capture at each point of the 
medication chain.

To create a national environment for the implementation of automated 
identification implementation within each identified healthcare sector.
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Project 
Structure
& Flow

(Phase II)

(Phase III)

(Phase IV)
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Funding Agencies
&

Strategic Alliances

Facilitators:
CPSI
ISMP Canada

Project 
Structure
& Flow
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National
Advisory: 
“Implementation
Committee”

Project 
Structure
& Flow
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Global AIDC 
Standard
Selected

Project 
Structure
& Flow
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GS1 Canada
Selection

Project 
Structure
& Flow
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Group
Purchasing
Organizations:

Medication 
Contracting
Collaboration

Project 
Structure
& Flow
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Technical Task Force
7 Health Sectors
40 Members

Project 
Structure
& Flow



© Institute for Safe Medication Practices Canada 2010 ®

Progressive Practice Integration
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• Seven Health Sectors:
Technical Task Force 
Collaboration
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• Application of a Global
AIDC Standard to 
Pharmaceutical Products

Progressive Practice Integration
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• Promote Aligned Technology & 
Promote Standardized Data Capture

Progressive Practice Integration
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• System Acquisit ion &
Human Practice Modification

Progressive Practice Integration



© Institute for Safe Medication Practices Canada 2010 ®

GS1 Canada and the National Project

Ongoing …
Participation in national Advisory Committee (Implementation Committee)

Support for Technical Task Force AIDC knowledge, and global trends

Integration between AI standards and clinical healthcare safety practices

Application of Canadian standardized product descriptors (ECCnet Registry) 

Dissemination of the national medication bar code standard

Future …

End-user system implementation guides

Ongoing support of national technical statements 

Key Areas of collaboration …
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Project  Steps
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Project  Steps
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Project  Steps
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Project  Steps

We are here
today!!
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Project  Steps
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Project  Steps

Version II Key Changes:
+ Variable Bar Code Data Elements
+ Minimum Safety Functionality
+ Standardized Product Descriptors
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Project  Steps
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Project  Steps
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Project  Steps
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Project  Steps
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The Joint Technical Statement
(Phase II)

Section 1: Pharmaceuticals to be Encoded

Section 2:  Common National Standard

Section 3: Content of the Bar Codes

Section 4:  Pharmaceutical Packaging Levels and Placement 
of Bar Codes
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Section 5:  A Common Canadian Pharmaceutical Product 
Registry (CCPPR)

Section 6:  Bar Code Symbology

Section 7:  Expectations of Professional Practice 
Organizations and End-Users

Section 8:  Timeline Adoption of Standard 
(Pharmaceuticals Dec 2012)

The Joint Technical Statement
(Phase II)
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How will the standardized bar coding 
integrate into professional practices?
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Practice Implementation
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The Safe 
Medication Chain
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The Dissemination and Stakeholder 
Engagement Strategy

Inter-relationships of Key Organizations
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Endorsement of Bar Coding: ASHP

American Society of Health-Systems Pharmacists 

Statement on Bar-Code-Enabled Medication Administration 
Technology (2009) http://www.ashp.org/DocLibrary/BestPractices/AutoITStBCMA.aspx

“ASHP encourages health systems to adopt BCMA technology,
with the goal of having all medications electronically
verified before they are administered.”

“Coding should be provided on all drug packages, including unit doses 
and injectable drugs, as well as the NDC, lot number and product [sic] 
expiration date.”

“New technologies that develop beyond BCMA should follow the 
principles in this statement.”



© Institute for Safe Medication Practices Canada 2010 ®

Endorsement of Bar Coding: EAHP
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Endorsement of Bar Coding: CSHP
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Practice Endorsements

2010 Terra Pharma: 
WayPaver Award (U.S.) 
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Phase IV Stage: Package Label Guidelines
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Thank You
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